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Birth of a Dream 

The Shelter Opens 

 

On August 30, 2009, at 10:30 AM Curtis Jandreau cut a bright green ribbon announcing the 

opening of the refurbished Fort Kent Animal Shelter.  

 

The event represented a perfect storm of cooperation among the Town of Fort Kent, the Boy 

Scouts of America and Paws Animal Welfare Society, Inc. A metal trailer, located behind the 

Police Department long used as a holding area for stray and lost dogs became a place of safety, 

recovery and hope. 

 

Don Guimond, Fort Kentôs Town Manager agreed to let PAWS address the Selectmen at a Town 

Meeting about refurbishing the shelter area behind the Police Station, and a plan was hatched to 

help everyone involved and most of all St. John Valley Animals, cats and dogs alike. Fort Kent 

agreed to provide reimbursement from a portion of their dog licensing fund if PAWS would find 

someone to do the work and pay the overage. 

 

The task seemed daunting, but the animals needed help. Thatôs when Curtis Jandreau, like a 

knight of old, rode to the rescue. He needed a service project for his Eagle Scout designation. He 

volunteered to organize, supervise and participate with the workforce that would renovate the 

structure. He also volunteered to help with collecting the supplies. Curtis approached Justin 

Dubois of Quigleyôs who immediately agreed to help by discounting windows and some supplies 

and Roy Auto Parts who provided Herculiner for the dog kennels. Under Curtisôs guidance, the 

former windowless trailer became a bright, safe and attractive space. Drains went into the dog 

area, shelving constructed for cat kennels, steps built, insulation upgraded, windows and lights 

installed. Curtisôs Mom, Louise, made double faced valences for the two windows, one side with 



cats, the other with dogs, making the space homey. A bright paint job completed the 

transformation. 

 

PAWS long-term goal is an Animal Shelter that can house pets while they wait to find their 

forever homes. The Fort Kent facility will not fill that need. Please do not attempt to surrender 

animals at the facility. 

 

             
 

 

 
 

 

Shave and a Haircut 

Benefits PAWS 

 

Common wisdom holds that it takes a village to raise a child. PAWS members are learning that it 

takes a Valley to benefit animals. We have been fortunate to receive outstanding support from 

many Valley residents. Taken all together, they have provided the glue and the gasoline that have 

gotten PAWS from a dream to a reality. Sandra Deprey, who owns Doggone Beautiful 

Grooming, is one of those Valley residents willing to step up to the plate and help us help 

animals. Sandra is offering a grooming course from mid-September to mid-January. All 

grooming services will be half price on Saturdays while her students train and she is graciously 

donating the proceeds to PAWS. 

 

All you need to do to participate is call Sandra, make an appointment for Saturday services for 

your cat or dog (yes, she does cats, check those claws owners) and Sandra automatically 

earmarks your fee for our benefit. You can cut out the card above to call Sandra and keep track 

of your appointment. Now, isnôt Fluffy looking more like Scruffy? 

 

             
 



 
Photo courtesy of Priscilla Daigle 

 

Applause for PAWS 

 

The picture above shows Ginger Boy putting his hands together in celebration of his Mom and 

Dad, Pris and Laurel Daigle and celebrating PAWSôs intervention in his young life. 

 

They say a picture is worth a thousand words. In this situation, a picture is worth much more. If 

you look at Ginger Boyôs tail, youôll notice itôs just a bit short. Well, maybe you think itôs the 

angle. Nope, itôs short. Ginger Boy had a section of his tail removed due to frostbite. You see, 

when he was a kitten, he managed to find his way to someoneôs porch where he cried for food 

and care. Clearly domesticated, someone had either lost or let him go. A kitten without a map or 

a plan in last yearôs winter cold.  

 

PAWS received a call from the woman who heard him crying on her porch, but didnôt want to 

take him in. PAWS members rushed to the house to find a kitten, probably around six months 

old, shivering and starving. They trapped him, warmed him up, and took him to the vet. The only 

solution to saving his life was amputating part of his tail. Pris and Laurel took him in, at first to 

foster him and be sure he was receiving his medication and care, but they fell in love, and now 

he shares his home with them. Or he allows them to share his home. No one is really sure. 

Ginger Boy may have used up a life or two undergoing his ordeal but he hasnôt let it cramp his 



style. Heôs still a tiny terror, gets up to scrapes like spilling Prisôs art supplies and bringing home 

gifts of field rodents. One look at that face, and you know they can only forgive him. 
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Do You Have Love To Spare and Share? 

Foster Homes Needed 

 

PAWS has a number of opportunities available to be a foster parent. Now, you know how it 

works with children, but pets need parents too. Healthy, loving animals fall on the same hard 

times as their human companions. With the economy, student and aging populations and other 

forces beyond human control, pets often become the unintended and silent victims. There is no 

medical reason to euthanize them, but there is no place that can or will take them either. Most 

shelters these days, overwhelmed under the never-ending flow of abandoned and surrendered 

animals, have begun to charge significant surrender fees. Fees that pet parents canôt afford to 

pay. What happens to these animals is tragic. PAWS is trying to stem the tide with a foster 

program. And fostering isnôt just for the homeless elder statesman cat, itôs for kittens too! 

 




